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This is an area of exceptional growth of academic and policy debate and interest, and Lancaster has already established a distinct
market 'niche' combining leading social theary with greunded, palicy-criented empirical research.
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Alternative Automobility Futures
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Summary: The aim of this research project is to construct various alternative post-car futures taking inte account prevailing
and potential glebal economic, technological and social trends. Principally we pinpeoint and examine six technical-economic,
policy and social transformations in a global context that in their dynamic interdependence might tip mobility inte 2 new system
of the post-car.

Key Facts
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e mew moblifles paradig for e soclal sclences. He shows how fils [Eradigm makes comprehensiole soclE] phenomena whilch were
preuiously opacue. He ecamines how Mmobllles’ each presuppces 3 Systen Tt permis predictable and relthedy risk-dnes nepeiRicn. T
D00k ouilines various such sysiems and Fen amalyses Beln interseciing Implicsiions for sochl insgually, for soclal netwarks and mesiings, for
e rgiure of places and for akemaie mobiliy fulunes

Website: htto:y/ v lancs.ac.uk/fss/sociclogy/cemere/altautofutures.htm

Type of Activity: Academic Research - Other
Project Director: John Urry
Research Associate: Kingsley Dennis

Dept/Research Groups: Centre for Mobilities Research (CeMoRel, Sociclogy

koillEkes Is Fus bofn an amalsls of difenent moibllRkes Ristorically and in e present and an angument Tt e sockal workd will be analsed
Ouife diffizrently ance peoples’ Ikes, anganilsations, sEies and gl InsiRuilons ane seen o be dealing wilh exdenshe and Fugely conlesied
moiblliEy processes. Thils Dok rewrfes sochl sclence nugh 3 moblliEles paradkpm

Project Description

The aim of this research project is to construct varicus alternative post-car futures taking into account prevailing and potential
glebal economic, technelogical and social trends. Principally we pinpoint and examine six technical-economic, policy and social
transformations in a global context that in their dynamic interdependence might tip mobility into a new system of the post-car.

Thase six key areas ara: Sheller, M., & Urry, J. [eds.) 2006} Mobile rechnologies of the city. New York, NY: Routledge.

CHAPTER ONE

1) New Fuel Systems: new fuel systems for cars, vans and buses including batteries, especially lead acid and nickel metal
hydride, hybrid cars powered by diesel and batteries, hydrogen or methanol fuel cells, bic-enviro fuel systems.

Introduction: Mobile Cities, Urban Mobilities
by Miimi Shedier, John Umy

2) New Materials: varicus new materials for constructing 'car' bodies, such as nano-carbon hybrids. This may lead to smaller

'micro-cars' of greater durability and strength yet lightweight. New materials also in component parts with the capacity to work Fart 1:Mobilities and the Creation of Urban Spatial Form

with alternative fuel technologies. 2. TheLinear City: Touring Vienna in the Ninstesnth Cantury
by Lirikee: Siprineg;

3. Betwesen the Physical and the Virtual: Connected Mobilities?
by Peter Adey, Faul Bevan

4. Urban Viclence: Lwourny in Made Space
by Sarah 5. Jain

3) Smart-Card Technologies: smart-card' technology that could integrate flows of information from carto heme, to bus, to
train, to workplace, as well as to consumer sites such as the shop-till or bank. Such vehicles may be increasingly hybridized
with the techneologies of the mebile - car-drivers and passengers may be personalized with their own communication links and
entertainment applications. Thus any vehicle is becoming more of a 'smart home' away from heme.

Introduction: Mobile Cities.
Urban Mobilities

4) De-privatisation Schemes: cars more generally are being de-privatized through car sharing, car clubs and car-hire
schemes. This includes prototype projects of car-pocling, e-taxi systems, and electric hire cars. On cccasions this de- Part 2: Re Configuring CoPresence

privatization will involve smart-card technology to book and pay in advance. 5. Bypassing and WAFing: Reconfiguring Timetsbles for ReskTime Mobility
5. sing and : Recon g Timetables e

by Juliet Jain
6. Reshaping Patterns of Mobility and Excluesion? The Impact of Virtual Mobility wpon Acesssibility,
Maobility and Social Exclesion

Mimi Sheller and John Urry

5) Transport Policies: transport policy is shifting away from predict-and-provide models based on seeing increased mobility as
a desirable good. Increasingly. 'new realist’ policies see the expansion of the road network as not neutral but as increasing car-
based travel. The focus of policy moves to changing driver behaviour through demand-reduction strategies. The newrealism

Introduction

i i i i i iliti i i i " b Susan Kenyon Cities are mobile places and places of mobility. Mamy cities were built at the
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by Stephen Little for railwayvs, highway systems. ar transport and mulii-modal metropolitan

transportation systems. Mobility has been bailt into the infrastructure of cities

6) Communications & Networks: communicaticns and Internet netweorks are increasingly interconnected with transportation.
There is the embedding of infermation and communication technologies (ICT) inte moving objects: mobile phones, PDAs, cars,

ncluding the momentary immabilities of por f freight depots, parking spaces
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grafting together existing machines to create new hybrid mobilities. B bf'z*:”h_r H.:...JQEF:IE g : ; : 1_,.,‘."1_:,”_.‘“-.,,,., the Chicago School urban theorisis descrnibed mobiliy as

8. 1CTs and the Enginesring of Encounters: A Case Study of the Development of a Mobile Gamse snechans the hest index of the meabolism of & eity” (Burgess 1925: 59). And
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: G - “home.” Modern technologies make it pessible to be mobile and connectsd at the same time. Mobile nincteenth-century Singapore: Wong 2006). Cities also have an informational
Journal Details communications technologies ars playing an increasinghy important part in the workd today. At the metabolism, having historically served as commercial hubs in which there
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of the city and of a new theoretical paradigm for mobilities research. The case studies on Vienna,
Liwenpool, Bristol, London, Tokye, Paris, Los Angeles and Hong Kong, range across media, incleding

Aims & Scope guidebooks, web sites, train schedules, WIF|, cinema, mobile phones, and mobile gaming,
T —— S e workd, s ek — encompassing infrastructurss such 3= road and rail systems, sirine netwaorks and hubs, internat
0 e e S sl routers and wirgless "hot spots.” The case studies also focus on wrban sites including strests, train
S . . . N platforms, bus stops, sinports, internet cafes, park-benches and cars.
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esate Al submissions wille sublec to double-Hind esr review Maobile Technologies of the City contributes new theorstical perspectives on mobility, communication
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Papers inthe following areas woul be considered for publication in Hobil it es:

* Travelandcommunications.
= migration, Giaspor as & famities
= Tourism and businsss travel

* matile risks

= New socialnetworks

wspor
= Mobilties and new social exclusions

o peer Review statement

il researcharticles in this journal have under gone rigorous peer review, based on initial editor screening and ancnymized refer esing by atleast two referees

Notesfor Contributors
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and security in 3 world full of easily available access to physical mobilities and communication
technologies.
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